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THE DESERT CAMPAIGNS

THE Commander-in-Chief of the Expeditionary
Force was not prepared to allow the enemy their
former freedom of initiative in Sinai. Once satisfied
of the military weakness of the Turks in the Palestine-
Sinai area, he determined boldly to abandon the
elaborate defensive works on the Suez Canal, and
occupy ground well in advance of that line. In
formulating this plan he had two objectives in view:
firstly, to keep the Canal out of range of the enemy's
artillery fire, and, secondly, to release troops tied to
the east bank of the Canal for service elsewhere.1
He proposed, in fact, to block the approaches across
Sinai.

In January 1915 the Turkish Command had selected
the central route as their main line of advance upon
the Canal, and if incessant efforts during the following
summer to improve its marching value were indication
of their future intention, it was reasonable to suppose
that the second expeditionary corps would be dis-
patched also by the same route. But General Murray
was not unduly impressed with these preparations,
and set to work to defeat them. British Intelligence
were still convinced that the enemy's choice of
approach had been dictated mainly by consideration
of water, and asserted that that factor would govern
any future decision. Assuming that that inference
was correct, conditions in 1916 were far less favourable
to the Turks than they had been twelve months

1 In February there were thirteen mounted or dismounted Divisions
serving in Egypt. At the close of March the number had been reduced
to seven.